
In Antiquity, cultures of the Near 
East and Egypt developed the oldest 

writing systems. In the land of 
the pharaohs, it was hieroglyphs. 
In Mesopotamia located between 

the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, 
it was cuneiform, written with 

a specially trimmed reed, the end 
of which left distinctive triangular 

impressions in the clay tablets. 
Documents had to be certified with 

seals. This led to the creation of 
special cylinder seals, which were 

rolled over soft clay, leaving a “signa-
ture”. The seal itself was often 

worn as jewellery or an amulet.

The seal shows a priest in 
a gesture of prayer, standing 

in front of an altar with divine 
symbols: a star – the symbol 

of Ishtar, and a crescent 
moon – the symbol 

of the god Sin.

Find the seal shown here 
in one of the showcases 

in the gallery.

At home, try to make a cylinder 
seal of self-hardening 

dough or modelling clay.

Cylinder seals
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How was the human figure 
represented in reliefs 

and paintings from ancient 
Egypt?

Ancient Egyptian art is easy to 
recognise. Gods with animal 

heads and pharaohs are 
well-known images. But when we 
look at them more closely, we can 

see that something is odd about 
the way they were portrayed.

Which parts of the body were 
depicted in profile view, and which 

were shown frontally? 

Frontally: ...............................................
...............................................................
In profile view: ...................................... 
...............................................................

Do the arms and legs look 
natural? Explain your answer. 

The particular parts of the body 
were shown in the view that 

the Egyptians considered 
more appealing. This is why 

the face was shown in profile, 
and the eye and torso – in frontal 

view. The arms and legs were again 
shown in side view. This rule was 
also applied to representations of 

animals, plants, and buildings. 

Egyptian artists used 
a grid to render the figure 
in correct proportions 
and to copy small sketches 
onto larger surfaces. Be 
like an Egyptian artist! 
Copy and complete 
a painting from 
the gallery in 
the correct scale.

Rulers

Farmers formed the largest 
group in the societies of 

the ancient Near East 
and Egypt. Inhabitants of early 

cities (craftsmen, merchants) 
were less numerous. 

The group of high-rank 
officials and priests was small, 

and sometimes one person held 
both of these functions. On 

top of this “social ladder” was 
the ruler, who held immense, 

nearly divine power.

In ancient Egypt, the ruler was 
the pharaoh. We recognise 

him in pictures thanks to his 
crown (often a double one), 

sceptre, and false beard.

Find and count all representations 
of pharaohs in the gallery. 

Why are some people 
smaller than others?

This was the Egyptian way of 
distinguishing more important 

(bigger) people from less important 
ones: the pharaoh is always bigger 

than an official or a peasant. Children 
were depicted as small adults.
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Papyrus

Papyrus is a common 
name of a plant that grows 

on the banks of the Nile. 
Egyptians used it for various 
purposes, like building boats, 

making mats and baskets, 
food, or manufacturing 
writing material. Sheets 

were made from stalks cut 
lengthwise into strips, which 
were arranged in alternating 

layers and then soaked, 
pounded and dried in the sun.

9
According to ancient 
Egyptians, every person 
had a body and many 
elements of the soul. One 
of these elements was 
ba, depicted as a bird 
with a human head.

 

In the next stage of her journey, 
Bakai changes the mode of 

transport. How many and what 
means of transport does she use?

What happened if someone 
was a bad person? 

If during the weighing ceremony 
the heart turned out to be heavier 

than the feather, it was eaten by one 
of the most terrible creatures known 

to Egyptians – the monster Ammit 
(“devourer of the dead”). She was 
depicted with a crocodile’s head, 
a lion’s body and a hippo’s rear.

Draw your own version 
of Ammit here.

1
Let a boat be brought to me, 
let a rope be tied to me, so 
that I may leave from here; 
(for) this land is unhappy, 
and the stars (in it) have fallen 
and turned on their faces…

How many birds 
(including the ba) are shown 

in the papyrus? 

5
At the Judgment of Osiris, Bakai’s heart is placed on scales. 
If the heart weighs it down, this means that the deceased is 
burdened with sins and cannot enter the land of the dead.
The deceased prays for a positive result:

O, heart from my mother! O, heart from my mother!
O, heart from my transformations!
Do not stand as a witness against me!
Do not oppose me at the Council of the Gods!
Do not inspire hostility against me in the presence of the Keeper of the Balance!

In the realm of the dead, Osiris was depicted with his attributes.
Count how many he has.

→

            

O, you, who lead perfect souls 
into the house of Osiris, make 
my soul to enter with you…

During her journey, Bakai must 
pass through many gates. 
How many of them were 
depicted on the papyrus?

Ancient Egyptians believed that 
every person’s life continued also 

after death. A guarantee of a happy 
existence in the Underworld was 
the preservation of the body. This 

was the purpose of mummifi-
cation. After leaving the body, 

the soul (or actually souls, as 
the Egyptians believed that 

everyone had more than one) 
began its long and dangerous 

journey to the kingdom of Osiris, 
the ruler of the land of the dead.

Luckily, the Egyptians had a set 
of instructions, protective spells 

and secret passwords that helped 
them to complete successive 
stages of the journey. All this 

information was written down 
in the so-called Book of the Dead, 

which was placed in the tomb. 
You can see it in our gallery. 

This scroll belonged to Bakai, 
a woman who lived about 3500 
years ago. She was most likely 

a nurse of a young pharaoh.

A Journey to the Underworld

Take a look at the Book of the Dead presented in the gallery. 
This object will be helpful while solving the puzzle.

Bakai’s soul journey stages are not presented in the right sequence. There is a 
question under each picture. The correct answers (numbers in the cartouche) will 

show you the next stop, happily bringing the deceased to the Underworld.

4
Thanks to the Opening 
of the Mouth ceremony, 
the deceased could once 
again eat, drink, speak 
and breathe. As a result, 
Bakai could function 
normally in the Hereafter.

Bakai may happily continue her 
life in the fields of Osiris.


