
et’s play detective!
The animals and objects that appear in 
Medieval works of art often had hidden 
meanings. Read about what they symbolise 
and then find them in the paintings and 

sculptures inside the gallery. Draw in the attributes of the 
saints shown in the Altar of the Protomartyrs.

Attribute
A specific image 
(object, animal 
or plant) that lets 
us recognise 
the person in 
a work of art.

Symbol
An image (object, 
plant or animal) 
that is associated 
with a certain 
meaning or idea
(e.g., a dove = peace). 

Stag
The Physiologus 
says that when 
the stag discovers 
a snake in a crack, 
he fills his mouth 
with water and spits 
the water into the 
crack to drive out 
the snake. He then 
tramples the snake 
and kills it. This 
is much like what 
Jesus Christ does 
when he sees our 
enemy, Satan [...].
Physiologus, 2nd–4th c. 

the stag is a symbol 
of christ

Unicorn
[...] the unicorn is so tough and so wild that no one 
can overtake it or capture it with any snare in the 
world. [...] Hunters send a virgin maiden to the area 
the unicorn frequents, for its nature is that it goes 
right away to the maiden, casts aside its fierceness 
and sweetly falls asleep [...] in her bosom and in her 
clothes, and in this way the hunters trick it. 
Brunetto Latini, The Book of the Treasure, 13th c. 

the unicorn is a symbol of the virgin mary’s purity

Swans
Many say that when it is ready to die [...] 
it becomes aware that it is dying, and 
then it begins to sing so sweetly that 
it is a marvel to hear, and as it is thus 
singing its life comes to an end.  
Brunetto Latini, The Book of the Treasure, 13th c. 

swans foretell of the death of christ

Lamb
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29). This is how 
John the Baptist described Jesus.
the attribute of john the baptist

Ox
Often offered as a sacrifice 
and associated with Jesus, 
who died on the cross  
(as the Bible tells us). 
the attribute of st. luke

Gridiron
St. Lawrence 
died as a martyr 
on a gridiron. 
the attribute 
of st. lawrence

Stones
St. Stephen was 
stoned to death 
for his faith.
the attribute 
of st. stephen

Palm branch
The palm of victory 
is the heavenly 
reward for 
the redeemed. 
the attribute 
of martyrs
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he beautiful 
madonna 
Look closely at the 
sculpture of the Beautiful 
Madonna from Wrocław. 
The artists wanted to 

show her as an ideal of female beauty. This 
is how every Medieval lady and princess 
wanted to look. From the words below, 
find which ones describe her features. 

bjects in  
the gallery are 
5oo, 6oo and even 
9oo years old!
They are from a time 

known as the Middle Ages. It was when 
countries were ruled by kings, when 
knights did battle and when castles 
and cathedrals were being built. 

Do Medieval paintings and 
sculptures only come from 
churches? For people in the Middle 
Ages (like knights), religion was 
extremely important and that is 
why most works of art were about 
religious subjects.

Medieval Adventures
Activities and exerciseshe grudziądz polyptych

Most people in the Middle Ages could not read or write. 
They learned the stories of the Bible and about the lives 
of saints from the paintings they saw in church.  
Can you find events from the life of the Virgin Mary  
in the polyptych? Number the events according to  
where they appear in the polyptych. 

The Annunciation  The Adoration of the Magi  

The Dormition of Mary  The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple  

The Birth of Jesus  The Coronation of Mary 
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colour the middle ages
In the gallery, find the standing knight that you 
see illustrated here on the page.  
He is St. Reinold. As a young man, he 
fought in many battles but he found God 
and became a church builder. The artist 
who painted the saint gave him his own 
facial features. It is really a self-portrait. 

Paint your own self-portrait as a souvenir 
from your journey into the world of Medieval 
art! You can also draw your family or 
friends who visited the gallery with you.

examine the scenes in  
the legnica polyptych.  

find and label the following structures:

When Medieval artists painted scenes from the life of 
Jesus Christ, they set them in landscapes that they knew 

from their own lives. Instead of ancient Jerusalem  
and Roman legionaries, they often painted fortified 

castles and knights in armour.

castle, village outside the castle walls, fortified tower, 
defensive walls, bridge, gate tower, church, fortified city, moat


